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The Hindu-Muslim Conference of three hundred influential
representatives met at Allahabad on June i. Mrs. Besant, Pandit
Malaviya, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Motilal Nehru, Ghintamani
and others were present at the meeting. Mrs. Besant and Sapru
tried to dissuade the Muslims present from the policy of non-co-
operation. Other speakers made non-committal speeches. Whilst
they approved of the principle of non-co-operation in theory, the
Hindus among them saw many practical difficulties and they feared
also complications arising from Muslims welcoming an Afghan
invasion of India. Muslim speakers gave the fullest and frankest
assurances that they would fight to a man any invasion from without
undertaken with a view to conquer India, but they were equally
frank in asserting that any invasion from without undertaken with a
view to uphold the prestige of Islam and to vindicate justice would
have their full sympathy, if not their actual support.
The joint conference dispersed without coming to any definite
conclusion. It, however, helped Gandhi to estimate the forces arrayed
for or against his programme. But he could no longer wait till the
Congress pronounced its decision.
The Khilafat committee met at Allahabad on June 9 and unani-
mously reaffirmed the principle of non-co-operation and appointed
an executive committee to lay down and enforce a rigid programme.
It was decided here to give one month's notice to the Viceroy and
then to start the movement under the guidance of Gandhi.
In the tumult of agitation Gandhi stressed the constructive pro-
gramme. Week after week, the pages of Toung India were devoted
to Hindu-Muslim unity, an improved spinning wheel, the use of
vernaculars, swadeshi, labour welfare and the use of khaddar.
He participated in the Gujarat Literary Conference and expounded
the meaning of literature from the point of view of the masses.
He commended the long speech of Rabindranath Tagore who also
graced the occasion. "The search after gold must be subservient to
the search after God" was the message of the poet to commercially-
minded Ahmedabad.
Tagore's appreciation of khaddar gave a cue to Gandhi to write
in Toung India the following note on charkha:
"While the swadeshi movement is going forward by leaps and
bounds and Muslims are taking it up as enthusiastically as Hindus,
it is well to consider the best method of promoting swadeshi. The